
Gerstell Academy 
Middle School Summer Reading List 

Eighth Grade Selections, 2010 
 

GROUP #1 LEADERSHIP AND HISTORY 
LEADERSHIP SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

Buzzed: The Straight Facts About the Most Used and 
Abused Drugs From Alcohol to Ecstasy 

Kuhn, Cynthia/Swartwelder, Scott/Wilson, Wilkie 

O’Reilly Factor for Kids: A Survival Guide for 
America’s Families 

O’Reilly, Bill/Flowers, Charles 

Joshua Chamberlain: A Hero’s Life and Legacy Pullen, John J. 

Where the Red Fern Grows Rawls, Wilson 

Return of the King:  
The Lord of the Rings Part Three 

Tolkein, J.R.R. 

HISTORY SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

The Boy Who Dared Bartolleti, Susan Campbell 

Code Talker: Novel About the Navajo Marines of 
World War Two 

Bruchac, Joseph 

Sackett’s Land L’Amour, Louis 

The Longest Day: The Classic Epic of D-Day Ryan, Cornelius 

Shane Schaefer, Jack  

Milkweed Spinelli, Jerryl 

The Grapes of Wrath Steinbeck, John 

Fifth Chinese Daughter Wong, Jade Snow 

 

GROUP#2:  SCIENCE AND MATH 
SCIENCE SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

Born Free: Lioness of Two Worlds Adamson, Joy 

Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story Carson, Ben/Murphey, Cecil 

My Side of the Mountain George, Jean C. 

Julie of the Wolves George, Jean C. 

Hatchet Paulsen, Gary 

MATH SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions Abbott, Edwin A. 

Flat-Land/Sphereland Abbott, Edwin A./Burger, Doinys 

Watership Down Adams, Richard 

Uncle Petros and Goldbach’s Conjecture:  
A Novel of Mathematical Obsession 

Doxiadis, Apostolos 

The Giver Lowry, Lois 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Taylor, Mildred D. 

Midnighters 1: Secret Hour Westerfield, Scott 
 



*Students must choose one book from each of three different groups.*   
*Students completing the Leadership Challenge must choose one book from all four groups!* 

 
GROUP #3: ART AND MUSIC 

ART SELECTIONS: 

Title  Author 

Pyramid Putnam, James 

Chasing Vermeer Balliett, Blue 

Wright 3 Balliett, Blue 

Rembrandt : Lives of the Artists Mason, Antony 

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Konigsburg, E. L. 

Faces, Places, and Inner Spaces:  
A Guide to Looking at Art 

Sousa, Jean 

MUSIC SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

High School Musical 2: A Junior Novel Grace, N.B. 

Destiny is Calling Me Keene, Jarrett 

High School Musical: The Junior Novel Grace, N.B. 

Mozart: His Life and Music Siepmann, Jeremy 

Ray Charles: Young Musician Sloate, Susan 

 

GROUP #4: SPANISH AND ENGLISH  
SPANISH SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

Under the Same Sky DeFelice, Cynthia C. 

Standing Tall  Palacios, Argentina 

Esperanza Rising Ryan, Pam Munoz 

Flight to Freedom Veciana-Suarez, Ana 

ENGLISH SELECTIONS: 

Title Author 

Pocket Full of Rye Christie, Agatha 

Across Five Aprils Hunt, Irene 

Story of My Life Keller, Helen 

Jungle Books Kipling, Rudyard 

House of Dies Drear Hamilton, Virginia 

Black Beauty Sewell, Anna 
 

 
*Students must choose one book from each of three different groups.* 

*Students completing the Leadership Challenge must choose one book from all four groups!* 

 

 

 


