
Gerstell Academy 

Required Reading for Incoming 2
nd

 Grade Students 2010 

Please select 4 of the books listed to read.   

Write a Gerstell Academy Leadership Attribute and a 

 Gerstell Academy Principle that are demonstrated in the book. 

 

 

The Impossible Patriotism Project (Picture Book)  

Skeers, Linda 

Caleb has a hard time coming up with a way to symbolize patriotism for Presidents' Day 

until he realizes that his dad, who is away from home in the military, is what patriotism is 

all about. 

Dadblamed Union Army Cow (Picture Book) 

Fletcher, Susan 

During the Civil War, a devoted cow follows her owner when he joins the Union Army 

and, despite all his efforts to send her home, stays with him and his regiment until the end 

of the war. Based on a true story. 

ABE Lincoln Crosses A Creek (Picture Book)  

Hopkinson, Deborah 

In Knob  Creek, Kentucky, in 1816, seven-year-old Abe Lincoln falls into a creek and is 

rescued by his best friend, Austin Gollaher. 

 

Perryôs Baltimore Adventure (Picture Book) The Peregrine Falcon is our school mascot 

Dans, Peter 

Peregrine falcons living on the ledge of a Baltimore skyscraper hatch four chicks. One of 

the chicks is especially eager to grow up fast. 

Salt in his shoes: Michael Jordan in the pursuit of a dream (Picture Book)  

Jordan, Deloris 

Young Michael Jordan, who is smaller than the other players, learns that determination and 

hard work are more important than size when playing the game of basketball. 

In the Pocket : Johnny Unitas and Me  (Picture Book) 

Leonetti, Mike 

Billy dreams of playing quarterback for the Colts one day, like Johnny Unitas, and 

although his coach insists he play receiver until he is bigger, Billy in inspired to try harder 

after meeting his hero and seeing the Colts win the 1958 National Football League 

championship. Includes biographical information about Unitas. 

 

Adèle &  Simon in America  (Picture Book) 

McClintock, Barbara  

When Adèle and Simon visit their Aunt Cécile in New York City, she takes them on a train 

trip around the United States, but from Boston to San Francisco to Washington, D.C., 

Simon keeps losing his belongings, despite his sister's reminders. Includes facts about the 

places they visit. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
2nd Grade Summer Reading 

 

Stealing Home.  Jackie Robinson:  Against the Odds (First Chapter Book) 

Burleigh, Robert 

Presents a brief biography of legendary baseball player for the old Brooklyn Dodgers, 

Jackie Robinson, who, in 1947, became the first African-American to play in major league 

baseball. 

 

Westward to Home  (Fiction) 

Hermes, Patricia 

In 1848, nine-year-old Joshua Martin McCullough writes a journal of his family's journey 

from Missouri to Oregon in a covered wagon. 

 

Henryôs Freedom Box   (Fiction)  

Levine, Ellen 

A fictionalized account of how in 1849 a Virginia slave, Henry ñBoxò Brown, escapes to 

freedom by shipping himself in a wooden crate from Richmond to Philadelphia. 

 

The Scrambled States of America (Fiction) 

Keller, Laurie 

The states become bored with their positions on the map and decide to change places for a  

while. 

 

The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush (Legend) 

DePaola, Tomie 

Little Gopher follows his destiny, as revealed in a Dream-Vision, of becoming an artist for 

his people and eventually is able to bring the colors of the sunset down to the earth. 

 

D is for Drinking Gourd  (Non Fiction) 

Sanders, Nancy I. 

Showcases many of the remarkable achievements of and contributions from African 

American throughout history. 

 

Aliens are Coming:the true account of the 1938 War of the worlds radio broadcast  

(Non Fiction)  McCarthy, Meghan 

Account of the practical joke that fooled American radio listeners and made Orson Welles 

famous. 

  

Sweet Land of Liberty  (Non Fiction) 
Hopkinson, Deborah 
THe story of Marian Anderson's Easter Sunday concert in 1939 at the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington D.C. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

2nd Grade Summer Reading 

 

 

If You Traveled West in at Covered Wagon  (Non Fiction) 

Levine, Ellen 

Describes what it was like to travel and live in a covered wagon as a pioneer on the way to 

Oregon, presenting information in a question-and-answer format on such topics as trail 

guides, clothes, food, chores, Native Americans, distances traveled, and wild animals. 

 

The Train of States (Non Fiction) 

Sis, Peter 

Gives information about each state, including the capital, motto, state tree, state bird, 

source of name, and date of statehood. 

The Star-Spangled Banner : the story behind our National Anthem (Non Fiction) 

Sonneborn, Liz                                                                          (advanced) 

Describes the events that led Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-Spangled Banner" and 

discusses the meaning of the song and its importance as the national anthem of the United 

States. 

Rough Tough Charley (Biography) 

Kay, Verla 

Rhyming verse chronicles the life of Charley Parkhurst, an orphan who grew up to become 

a legendary stagecoach driver, and whose death revealed a surprising secret.  The book 

includes biographical information and a timeline of Charley Parkhurstôs life. 

Stand Tall, Abe Lincoln (Biography) 

St. George, Judith 

Growing up poor in the backwoods of Kentucky and Indiana, Abraham Lincoln lost his 

mother before he was ten. But Sally Johnston, who married Abeôs father a year later, 

brought a library of books to their log cabin home and turned young Abeôs life around. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gerstell Academy Leadership &  Summer Reading                     

 

1) Title: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Leadership Attribute: ___________________________ 

 

 

Leadership Principle: ______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2) Title: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Leadership Attribute: ___________________________ 

 

 

Leadership Principle: ______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3) Title: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Leadership Attribute: ___________________________ 

 

 

Leadership Principle: ______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4) Title: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Leadership Attribute: ___________________________ 

 

 

Leadership Principle: ______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                          

 Return to Mrs. Cherry in the Library during the first week of school 

 

2nd Grade Summer Reading                                     

  Cherry Productions 2010 

 


